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begins with the death of Dasaratha and Bharata's return to Ayodha and takes us up to the slaying of Ravana and Rama's happy return. The drama has .seven acts and is so called because of the introduction in the play of the Praiima or the statue of the deceased Dasaratha. The Abhishekanataka in six acts begins with the death of Vali and concludes with the coronation of Rama. In both cases the story differs occasionally from their source.
Of the several dramas of Bhasa, the Svapnavasava* datta is his masterpiece. Rajasekhara has recorded a tradition thai the critics subjected the plays of Bhaia to a severe test by throwing them into the fire when Svapnavasadatta alone rose out of it unaffected, while the other plays were all consumed by the flames. (Vide Appendix A-23). Some of Bhasa's greatest characters are found here. In the plays based on the Ramayana, Bhasa shows little originality in structure and characterisation. Sometimes these plays are dull. Those based on the Mahabharata are better done and reveal greater power in characterisation and originality in plot and structure. But his Balacharita is certainly more illustrative of his high talents as a playwright, the prominent qualities of Bhasa are his power of depicting quick successive action, and a simple, graceful style. His verses unlike those of the later dramatists further the action and do not indulge in lyrical description. The heroic sentiment is his stronghold. In atvfral respects Bhasa transgresses the rules of Jfjimmturgy followed by later writers. His style is